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to her, " That is why I laughed ! " till she began to cry out,
*" Don't tell it me ! Don't tell it me 1 " So he let her be.
When the dogs heard that, they were glad, ran on the terrace
of the house, gambolled and ate their food. From that day on
the wife never said to her husband, " Tell me." They lived in
peace. May God forgive me for what I have left undone.1
In Bornu, formerly a powerful independent kingdom of
Central Africa, the story has been recorded in the native
Bornu or Kanuri language. Translated into English it runs
as follows :
" There was a Servant of God who had one wife and one
horse ; but his wife was one-eyed : and they lived in their
house. Now, this Servant of God understood the language of
the beasts of the forest, when they spoke, and of the birds
of the air, when they talked, as they flew by; this Servant
of God also understood the cry of the hyena, when it arose
at night in the forest, and came to the houses, and cried near
them ; so, likewise, when his horse was hungry, and neighed,
he understood what it neighed, rose up, brought the horse
grass, and then returned and sat down.
" It happened one day, that birds had their talk, as they
were flying by above, and the Servant of God understood
what they talked. This caused him to laugh, whereupon his
wife said to him, * What dost thou hear that thou laughest ? '
He replied to his wife, ' I shall not tell thee what I hear, and
why I laugh.' The woman said to her husband, ' I know
why thou laughest: thou laughest at me, because I am one-
eyed.' The man then said to his wife, ' I saw that thou wast
one-eyed before I loved thee, and before we married and sat
down together in our house.' When the woman heard her
husband's word, she was quiet.
" But on one occasion, at night, as they were lying on
their bed, and it was past midnight, it happened that a rat
played with his wife at the top of the house, and that both
fell to the ground, whereupon the wife of the rat said to her
husband, ' Thy sport is bad : thou saidst to me that thou
wouldst play, but when we came together, we fell to the
ground so that I broke my back/ When the Servant of God
1 R. Basset, Nouveaux Contes Berberes (Paris, 1897), No. 108, " Le Lan-
gage des Betes ", pp. 119-124.